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Ereth’s Birthday 
Avi 

 

1. Who lived just across the way from Ereth? 
Poppy and Rye and their 11 children.  They were deer mice and special friends. 

2. Why was Ereth grumpy this day? 
Ereth was always grumpy but today was his birthday and no one was making a fuss over him. 

3. What did Ereth want more than anything for his birthday? 
Salt 

4. Why was Ereth angry on his way to get salt? 
The snow made traveling difficult. 

5. Who was the predator that waited patiently for his victims?  He was only afraid of humans 
because they had killed most of his family for fur. 
Marty the Fisher 

6. Where was Ereth traveling to find salt? 
He was going to the human cabin by the lake. 

7. Marty the Fisher was stalking Ereth.  Even though porcupines have no natural enemies, what is 
the porcupine’s most valuable spot? 
The porcupine’s stomach has no quills do if Marty could get Ereth on his back he could kill 
Ereth. 

8. Ereth heard the human at the cabin say he was so hungry he could eat a porcupine.  What did 
Ereth do to get revenge on the human? 
After licking the human sweat (salty) off the axe handle he gnawed it almost in two.  He also 
whacked his tail on the seat of the snowmobile putting quills on the seat. 

9. When humans left the cabin, Ereth saw a salt shaker through the window.  What distracted him 
from his search for a way to get the salt? 
He heard cries for help from a dying fox caught in a trap. 

10. What did the Fox, Leaper, ask Ereth to do before she died? 
She asked Ereth to take care of her 3 kits. 

11. What are the names of the 3 small foxes? 
Nimble (girl), Tumble (boy) and Flip (boy) 

12. What did Ereth get the kits to do in their den? 
Clean out the bones, neaten their bed, and sweep the floor with their tails. 

13. After Ereth helped Flip make the piles of leaves for their bed even, what did the kits do? 
They began playing in the leaves and made a mess again. 

14. When Nimble joined Ereth to try to hunt for food, what happened? 
Ereth fell and started a small landslide.  Rocks and dirt rolled by Nimble and set off a trap.  She 
had smelled the bait and thought it was food.  Ereth falling saved her life. 
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15. What did Flip figure out to protect them from the traps as they hunted? 
Flip suggested that they roll a ball of snow in front of them so that it hits the trap first.  The 
rolling ball would also leave a path for them to use.  

16. As they rolled a snowball toward the other den, what happened? 
They set off two more traps. 

17. Tumble went off by himself to find more traps.  Ereth followed him.  What did Tumble say to 
Ereth? 
Tumble told Ereth that he was just a fat, old porcupine and that they did not need him.  Then a 
trap went off and Tumble broke into tears and admitted he was really missing his mother. 

18. Ereth was insulted by Tumble and decided to go back to Dimwood forest.  Who was waiting 
patiently for him? 
Marty the Fisher 

19. As Ereth made off for the forest, what did he realize could happen to him? 
He realized there could be traps anywhere ahead.  His legs were too short to push a ball in front 
of himself. 

20. Who came and asked Ereth to return to the fox den? 
Flip 

21. Ereth sent the kits out on the safe trails to search for mom’s storeroom of food.  Where did 
Ereth go while they were gone? 
Ereth went up on the crest of the bluff.  There he found pine trees and fed himself on the bark.  
After he ate, he found a large pile of rocks.  Under the pile was enough food to last the kits for 
the whole winter. 

22. What were the names of the kit’s parents?   
Leaper – mom – died in the trap 
Bounder – dad – was away most of the time 

23. Who told Bounder that his wife had been killed and that his kits were being taken care of by 
Ereth? 
Marty the Fisher 

24. How did Bounder feel about Ereth? 
He did not like Ereth and told Ereth that he was no longer needed, so get lost. 

25. Ereth stayed the night outside the den so he could say goodbye to the kits in the morning.  
What did he tell them about mice before he left? 
He told them he never wanted to hear that they ate one and that he liked staying with them. 

26.  What did Ereth try to think about so he wouldn’t miss the kits as he traveled back to his home? 
Salt – he would go back to the cabin at the lake. 

27. When Ereth got to the cabin, he tried desperately to get inside to get the salt.  Who was waiting 
for him when he turned around from the barred window? 
Marty the Fisher 
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28. When Ereth tried to get away from Marty, who showed up to help? 
The 3 small foxes 

29. When Marty ran away from the 3 kits, what did Ereth and the 3 foxes hear? 
The snap of a box trap 

30. Marty tried to convince Ereth to get him out of the trap.  Why couldn’t they let him out? 
The humans came on a snowmobile and carried the cage away, saying they would sell the fisher 
to the zoo. 

31. Why did Marty the fisher expect Ereth to get him out of the trap? 
Fishers were becoming endangered. 

32. The kits told Ereth that their dad left again and asked him to come to the den with them.  What 
did Ereth say? 
He said NO, he was going home. 

33. What did the kits say that they had forgotten when Ereth left? 
They told him they forgot to thank him and that they liked him a lot.  They wanted to take care 
of his wounds from Marty the fisher. 

34. The kits decided they would come and live with Ereth.  What did Ereth warn them about? 
Ereth told them that his best friends were mice and that they would have to eat vegetables 
when they come to visit him. 

35. What did Poppy and Rye get Ereth for his birthday? 
Salt 


